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Cover Story

A Musician Who Believes in Integrity
Performance with Bayerische Kammerphilharmonie

Pianist Ka Young An

[Photo of Ka Young An]

Date: July,S9th (Sun), 5:00pm
Place: Seoul Art Center, Concert Hall
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A Musician Who Believes in
Integrity

On July 9th, you will meet pianist
Ka Young An at the Seoul Arts
Center. She will be performing
Mozart’'s Piano Concerto No. 9
(Jeunhomme) K. 271, with the
Bayerische Kammerphilharmonie,
conducted by Gabor Hontvari.
Bayerische Kammerphitharmonie is
one of the world's finest chamber
music ensemble. Bayerische
Kammerphilharmonie follows the
Manheim music tradition that gave
birth to the first orchestra in the
world. For this reason, there are
many world-leading orchestras 1in
the Bayerische: Bayerische Radio
Orchester, Bayerische Opera
Orchestra, and Bayerische
Staatsorchester, to name a few.

The orchestra that will accompany
Ms. An was the winner of the BBC
Music Magazine Excellence Prize
(UK), the Dipason d'or award
(France), and the 2008 ECHO Klassik
award (Germany). World-renowned
musicians such as Julia Fisher and
Misha Maisky have also collaborated
with the orchestra.

Pianist Ka Young An refers to this
concerto as “Mozart's Eroica,”
borrowing from the musicologist
Alfred Einstein. She says, “The
concerto is a heroic to be
paralleled to Beethoven's Symphony
No. 3 'Eroica Symphony'. This
concerto has elegant and light
characteristics, but it also has
moments that bring the listener to
a dark and obscure place. In the
end, it arrives to a triumphant
victory.”

“I heard this piece for the first
time when I was 14 years old. I
remember vividly just how excited I
was to listen to this. Mozart wrote
the composition when he was only 21
years old. With his young spirit, I
found the piece very revitalizing
and stylish. I'm incredibly
excited. I will deliver his
innocent spirit in my performance.”

Understanding Her Identity

Who is pianist Kayoung An? Music
Critic I1-Geun Moon praised Kayoung
An as “a performer who unites
herself with the music. Her strong
will captivates the audience and
invites them into her 1ife story.
She is someone to pay attention
to.”

She is a Korean pianist who spent
long years working on her craft.
However, she is passionate about
preserving Korean music and working
on premiering Korean contemporary
classical music in foreign
countries as well. She is now
working on her doctorate
dissertation, titled “Studying
Korean Music Played by Western
Musical Instruments”. Kayoung An
clearly understands her style,
cultural identity, and what makes
her music unique. With that
understanding, she upholds her
responsibility is as a Korean
musician.

She used to be just like other
musicians in the world; competing
against other pianists in
international competitions,
selecting ordinary repertoire which
is played by others at least
thousands of times every year, and
honing her craft to play them even
better than the past pianists.

Then one day, she asked herself,
“Do I really want this? Do I want
to spend all my life working on
pieces that everyone is working on?
Is this way of making art actually
worth it?” Kayoung An shifted gear
to create something new. She wanted
to rediscover something that people
weren’'t familiar with.

She recalled what businessman Sam
Walton said. “If everybody is doing
it one way, there is a good chance
you can find your niche by going
exactly in the opposite direction.”
This quote strongly resonated in
her. She thought this can be
applied in her musical career. It
seemed like a drastic change but
she had to start somewhere with her
new goal.

“I went to hear a concert in Boston.
That’s when I first heard <The Yellow
River Concerto>. The concerto was based
on a Chinese folk song and the piece
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had a huge impact on me. It was
orchestrated in an authentic and
magnificent manner that you would find
in Chinese architecture. The melody was
unexpected, new, and refreshing. The
soloist was a Chinese native pianist
who played with such confidence and
flair.” The audience went wild. Then
and there, Ms. An found her eureka
moment. She is looking forward to
premiering a Korean piano concerto
which she has been planning with the
renowned Korean classical composer, Mr.
Yong-Won Sung.

“The Korean piece will be performed
with a piano as the solo instrument
with an orchestra. This will create an
experience that is special and new. I
believe that such works will be of
great significance not only to Koreans
but also to people throughout the
world.”

Two Mentors of the Pianist

Ka Young An 1is tremendously grateful to
her teachers for delivering her
valuable knowledge that has been passed
down for centuries. To be where she is
now as an accomplished artist, their
guidance was crucial. Out of many, she
picks two most remarkable mentors. They
are Mr. Sergei Babayan and Dr.
Mikowsky.

The lesson that Mr. Sergei Babayan gave
her on one evening at the Cleveland
Institute of Music still resonates in
her. She was working on Schumann’s
Fantasiestuke 1st movement, entitled
<Des Abends> for him. Des Abends means
“an evening.” In the lesson, she and
Babayan were discussing how to create a
warm and round tone from the piano.
Then, Babayan took over the instrument
and demonstrated the piece for her. All
of a sudden, she heard a sound that was
absolutely exquisite and sublime. The
miraculous tone that he was producing
struck her head and heart. It was
indeed one of the most remarkable
lessons that she’s ever had.

Dr. Solomon Mikowsky is a distinguished
piano instructor, who taught leading
pianists in the classical world. He was
the teacher who encouraged Ms. An to
expand her choice of repertoire. He
assigned her eight pieces. These were
pieces that are rarely played by other
pianists and she was not completely
interested in learning them. Dr.
Mikowsky said, “Do not listen to
other’s recordings until you finish
learning the notes, making your own

28

interpretation of phrasing,
articulation, tempo, and finally
building a clear character of your own.
Read carefully what the composers
notated on the music, and think for
yourself.”

This advice seemed strange to her at
first, because she was used to
listening to other pianists’' recordings
beforehand so she can learn the new
assigned pieces quickly by ear.
Although she was not fully convinced by
his approach, she accepted his advice
anyway. After some time to attentively
(rather painfully) observe the pieces
and master the pieces by herself, she
listened to other pianists’ recordings
for the first time.

“It was a shocking experience because
their interpretations were drastically
different from my own.” Through this
experience, she realized the uniqueness
and value of her perspective and ideas.
“It was strange. The pieces that I did
not find interesting in learning at
first grew to be some of my favorites
because I did not see the pieces from
the view of other pianists’
interpretations. Ms. Ka Young An says,
“since coming to an awareness of this
fact, I challenge myself to always form
my own interpretation and stand by
them.”

Life That Gives Her Warmth

The year that she graduated from Sun-
Wha Art School, she was enrolled at the
Royal Conservatory of Music in Toronto.
Then, she went to tops music schools in
the states such as Cleveland Institute
of Music, Colburn Music School and New
England Conservatory and now she 1is at
the Manhattan School of Music where she
pursues her doctorate degree and
teaches students.

Although she is extremely busy with her
teaching and performing schedule, she
always make herself available to
sharing her music with people who are
underprivileged. She regularly visits
patients in hospitals in Korea and in
the states. She enjoys giving them
happiness and healing with her ability.
“I was incredibly lucky to get a proper
musical education, and I want to give
back what I have received. I have been
organizing and directing open music
concerts in various locations such as
hospitals and retirement homes to
provide music programming and
education.
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Pianist Ka Young An’'s Biography

She began her professional studies at the 5Sun-Wha
Music School in Korea until she moved to Canada. She was
a winner of the New York International Piano competition
and the IBLA Grand Prize International competition. As a
prestigious Kumho Young Artist, and Ujung Rising Star in
Korea, she has toured in Asia and Europe. Ms. An has been
serving as a music director at the EnoB Foundation, and
has been a musician of BMI (Bridge of Mission
International) association. Ms. An is currently teaching
as a teaching assistant and pursuing her doctorate degree
at the Manhattan School of music. She 1is the president
award recipient.
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I hope that my music gives listeners
hope and healing.

The director of the Colburn Orchestra,
Yehuda Gilad, stated that Kayoung An’s
music is “warm and humane. It touches
the listener’'s heart.”

“My first open concert was in 2009 in
the lobby of Samsung Cancer Center in
Korea. It was for my beloved mother,
who was hospitalized for her breast
cancer treatment. I organized a smooth,
easy classical music program for her
and other patients. It was the most
heart-filling concerts I've ever had.”
She continues, “Art is for people.
Without them, art loses its meaning. It
doesn’t matter if the concert is
happening in Carnegie Hall or in a
small living room. I do my best to
deliver the healing message. I want to
share hope and love with audiences
because that is what I have received
from music.”

Love and sacrifice of her beloved
mother

“When Ka Young just turned 5, I
recommended her to learn the violin as
well.” Ka Young's mother, Ms. Choi
said. However, Ka Young soon showed her
clear preference. She would love
practicing the piano but she easily got
bored with the violin. Quickly her
daily piano practice became over three
hours by the time she considered as a
young prodigy and she was able to be
accepted to the Korea’s leading music
institution, the Sun-Wha Art Junior
High School. Then and there, her path
as a pianist had just begun.

30

Upon her graduation at the music
school, her teacher at that time
recommended her to go abroad to
pursue her dream to be a concert
pianist. When Ka Young went to
Canada, Ms. Choi also came along
with her 6-year-old son. “It was
a tough decision for leaving my
husband behind in Korea and
coming to the foreign country. I
was determined to give my
children the best education
possible.”
However, on their second year in Canada
they heard a devastating news. That was
Ms. Choi had breast cancer. She had fly
back to Korea for her treatment as soon
as possible.
“It was most painful moments for me,
but I tried to stay positive and fight
it for my children.”
Ka Young recalled the moment. "I felt
guilty for her being i1l and that I
couldn't be with her physically during
my school years in Canada.” That's when
she decided to give concerts in the
lobby of the hospital while her brief
stay in Korea. “I remembered mother
always enjoyed listening to me play the
piano. Playing for her was least I
could do at the moment. I am so blessed
that I still have my mother around. My
heart goes out to cancer victims.”
Then, she showed me fax letters from
her mother. The letters were from when
she studying in Canada alone.
Ka Young said, “These letters are so
precious to me. They are tokens of her
love to me and I'm so grateful to be
her daughter. Her true love is an
inspiration to my music, and it has
helped me develop devotion and
integrity. Perhaps people appreciate my
music for that quality.”
Ms. An say she will be truly devoted to
music until the last day of her 1life.
In deed, she is a musician who believes
in integrity.
On July 9th, she will be performing
Mozart’'s Piano Concerto with Bayerische
Kammerphilharmonie. I encourage that
you come and join this personal and
intimate musical experience.

Written by Jong-Sup Kim
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Subscribe Music Review

Original National Music magazine, please subscribe for easier
access.

Applying for Subscription, managing personal info

Tel:02-3141-6613 Fax:02-460-9360
e (Call for your convenience
¢ Visit (ecmart.co.kr) for online subscription

Subscription Fee

* Within Korea Yearly(12 months) $110

¢ Abroad Yearly price (shipping fee
included)

-1st zone: Japan, China, Taiwan, Hong Kong: $168

-2nd zone: Philippines, Singapore, Thailand: $180

-3rd zone: U.S.A, Canada, France, Germany, U.K,
Austria, Russia, Romania, Australia, New
Zealand: $195

-4th zone: Africa, South America: $232

* How to pay: Edumusic (Jongsup Kim)
National Bank: 512601-01-098755

*Monthly renewal occurs on the 20th of every month. Please
contact customer service if you did not receive the product by
the 7th of the month.

[MUSIC REVIEW] DISTRIBUTORS

NATIONAL BOOK STORES

EduClassic Subscription Inquires
Tel: (02)3141-6613 Fax: (02)460-9360

Advertising Inquires
Tel: (02) 3141-6613 Fax: (02)460-9360
Email:sea87@hanmail.net

Programming Project/performance, Hall Rental Info
Tel: (02)3141-6613 Fax: (02)460-9360 Email:concert@edum.kr
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SEOUL (02)

MyungMoon 319-8663
Young-Dong 554-3784
Kang-Dong 427-7333

DaeSung 905-4847

Hi Book 336-8840

Young-Do 2686-3005

Ji-Sung 835-8703
Chung-Woo 534-5816
INCHEON(©32)

Incheon Books 424-6050

KYUNGKI (031)

Bu-cheon 673-7314

Koyang (Daean:915-2286)
Kuri (Jonghap:576-3171)
Sungnam (Hansung: 715-0066)
Soowon (Youngjin:253-6350)
Ansan (Moonil:402-3674)
Anyang (Kwangmoon:429-
7455)

Euijungbu (konghap: 838-4405)
KANGWON (033)

Sokcho (Dongah:632-1555)
Wonju (Hakwo0:764-6366)
Chuncheon (Kyohak: 254-4133)
CHOONGNAM (041)

Nonsan (Bomun:732-3156)
Chunan (Samtuo:260-9618)
CHOONGBUK(843)

Choongchu (Moonhak: 856-3000)
DAECHEON (042)

Sambu: 224-7755
CHUNAM(861)

Mokpo (Hansol:281-6989)
Soonchun (Seowon: 742-7811)
DAEGU (853)

Youngnam 423-9193
ULSAN(852)

Chuyong: 267-1303

KYUNGNAM (855)

Masan (Kyungdong:255-
8136)

Jinju (Samteo: 759-1634)
KYUNGBOOK(054)

Pohang,Kyungju (Hakwon:;284-8250)
PUSAN(851)

Bookbu 326-6830

Kaekum 895-4841

Punam 756-2727

Jeju(064)

Donam 758-4689
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